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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD – 24 MAY 2020

Reflection…..
Today’s Gospel is taken from the conclusion of
the Gospel of Matthew. Matthew’s Gospel
quickly moves from the disciples’ discovery of
Jesus’ empty tomb, to Jesus’ appearance to
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary, to the
commission that Jesus gives his disciples in
today’s Gospel.
The Final Commission, as this Gospel is sometimes called, is given on
the mountaintop. Throughout Scripture, the most important events
happen on the mountaintop, and Matthew has used this motif
throughout his Gospel. Earlier in Matthew’s Gospel, Peter, James,
and John had seen Jesus transfigured on the mountaintop (Matthew
17:1-8). Also in the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus taught the crowds
from the mountaintop in what we now call the Sermon on the
Mount.
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other Mary (cf. Matthew 28:9-10). They see Jesus, and both worship
and doubt at the same time. Jesus approaches them and
commissions them to baptize and teach, "to make disciples of all
nations." It is a task which Jesus had previously prepared his
disciples for; recall that Jesus had sent the twelve apostles to preach
the Kingdom of God and to heal (cf. Matthew 10:1-15). However,
earlier the Twelve were sent only to the House of Israel; in this Final
Commission, the eleven are told to go to "all nations." The mission
of Jesus is now to be taken to all people; the task now is to baptize
and to teach.
Jesus commissions his disciples to baptize in the name of the Trinity,
one of the clearest attestations found in Scripture for baptism in the
name of the Trinity. In the Acts of the Apostles and in the Letters of
Paul, baptism is more frequently offered "in the name of Jesus."
The ending of Matthew’s Gospel can be understood as the beginning
of the Church. Jesus commissions his disciples to continue to teach
in his name and to bring others into the community of disciples
through baptism. The Gospel ends, as it had begun, with the promise
that Jesus will continue to be Emmanuel, "God with us" (cf. Matthew
1:23), for all eternity.
Adapted from Loyola press

It is heart-warming to see our community is coming back to life with gradual easing of the restrictions; thanks to our collective
effort in flattening the curve of Covid-19! My thoughts and prayers continue to be with all of you as we move into another stage of
returning to our normal practices.
 Each of us have a responsibility to ensure the safety for all.
 At this stage, only 10 people; including priest and children, are allowed to attend Mass, daily (including the weekends).
 It is essential that if you want to attend Mass on any given day, you should either email or ring the Parish Office (38030862)

to book a seat (please consider having alternative date(s) in case the date you want is already fully booked)

 Elderly parishioners are encouraged NOT to attend Mass at church for the time being; primarily for your safety and wellbe-

ing.

 Registration of names, address and contact number is essential.
 When/if you are feeling ill; PLEASE DO NOT COME TO CHURCH (either for prayer or for Mass).

Many thanks for the numerous phone calls of encouragement that I have been receiving. On my part, I will continue working with
the Parish Council and leaders to plan for the future development of our parish and its parishioners. Meanwhile, I look forward to
seeing you at some point during the coming weeks. Till then, please keep well and safe.

LIVE STREAMING OF MASSES
Every Saturday: Vigil Mass @ 6 pm. Please visit our Facebook page. www.facebook.com/smkmarsden
Please visit Archdiocese of Brisbane for Sunday Services: http://archbne.org/bzw
Fr. Sunil
The Ascension of the Lord : 24 May 2020

Please pray for the sick in our Parish:

First Reading: Acts 1: 1-11
Why are you standing here looking into the sky? Jesus has been taken
into heaven.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 46: 2-3, 6-9
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

R Kasipale, J&A Pale, F.Bowden, L.Seeto, J.Collins,

Second Reading: Ephesians 1: 17-23
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel
I am with you always, until the end of the world.
Alleluia, alleluia!

L.Guadez, M.Glorioso, D.Hall, J. Lachlan, A.Van Uitregt,

M.Dunlop, M.Pierce, R.Henwood, D.Curtis, V.Reid,
V.Gspejon, V.Dancey, S.Daniel, A.Purkis, L.Guadez,
K & S Talatonu, B.Hodgson, T.Canty, M.Finnerty,

N.Cutuk,

V.Toalepai,

G.&K

Brown,

Dent, G. Tongia,

G&M Gorosito,

Asiata J.Lealaitafea,

A.Carter, E.B Sebuano, Pona Vai, N. Dunmore,
C.Rodrigues, V.Venables, T.Gibson,

Gospel: Mathew 28: 19, 20

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

M.Trehane,

B.Vandenberg, J&J Beechey, J.Maloney, E.Kruger, J&A

A Guadez, M.Vaigafa, O.Donna,

F. Petelo, Helen

Verity Madsen, Oliver

Barrett, Tatiana Tagirova, Ruperto Martinez, John Daley.

THANKSGIVING: Week Ending 17 May. 2020
Envelopes Received

: 13

Total amount

: $

819.40

Direct deposit in Bank

: $

300.00

TOTAL

: $

1,119.40

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE
PRAYER

Lord, You inflamed St. Maximilian
Kolbe with love for the Immaculate
Virgin and filled him with zeal for
souls and love of neighbour. Through His prayers,
grant that we may work strenuously for Your Glory in
the service of others and so be made conformable to
Your Son in death. Amen

As part of the new Small Blessings
campaign Elizabeth has shared how online
Mass has been a real blessing to her during
these days of isolation. You too can share
your small blessings at

https://bit.ly/2WeCx2l

Here are the texts of second prayer, written by Pope
Francis, for the end of the COVID-19 pandemic. He is
asking people to recite the rosary & pray these prayers.

We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God."
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is
prey to suffering and anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of
God and our mother, and seek refuge under your
protection.
Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes toward us amid
this coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are
distraught and mourn their loved ones who have died,
and at times are buried in a way that grieves them
deeply. Be close to those who are concerned for their
loved ones who are sick and who, in order to prevent
the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill
with hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty
of the future and the consequences for the economy
and employment.
Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the
father of mercies, that this great suffering may end and
that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead with your
divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of
the sick and the victims be comforted, and their hearts
be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives
to save others. Support their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health.

Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying
to help and support everyone.
Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in scientific research, that they may find effective solutions to
overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities
of life and may devise social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent
on promoting effective research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a
spirit of fraternity and solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need. Make us strong in faith,
persevering in service, constant in prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and
free us from this terrible pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin
Mary. Amen.

The Ascension of the
Lord: 24 May 2020.

Responsorial Psalm [Psalm 46]

the fullness of him who fills the
R: God mounts his throne to whole creation.
The beginning of the Acts of the shouts of joy: a blare of
Apostles.
trumpets for the Lord.
The Word of the Lord.
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I
All – Thanks be to God.
dealt with everything Jesus had
done and taught from the All peoples, clap your hands, cry
beginning until the day he gave to God with shouts of joy! For the
his instructions to the apostles he Lord, the Most High, we must Gospel Acclamation
had chosen through the Holy fear, great king over all the earth. [Matthew 28:19-20]
Spirit, and was taken up to (R)
heaven. He had shown himself
alive to them after his Passion by
Alleluia, alleluia!
many demonstrations: for forty God goes up with shouts of joy;
days he had continued to appear the Lord goes up with trumpet Go and teach all people my gosto them and tell them about the blast. Sing praise for God, sing pel. I am with you always, until the
kingdom of God. When he had praise, sing praise to our king, end of the world. Alleluia, alleluia!
been at table with them, he had sing praise. (R)
told them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for what the
Father had promised. ‘It is’ he God is king of all the earth. Sing Gospel
said ‘what you have heard me praise with all your skill. God is
speak about: John baptised with king over the nations; God reigns [Matthew 28:16-20]
water but you, not many days on his holy throne. (R)
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11]

from now, will be baptised with
the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they
asked him, ‘Lord, has the time
come? Are you going to restore
the kingdom of Israel?’ He replied,
‘It is not for you to know times or
dates that the Father has decided
by his own authority, but you will
receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you
will be my witnesses not only in
Jerusalem but throughout Judaea
and Samaria, and indeed to the
ends of the earth.’
As he said this he was lifted up
while they looked on, and a cloud
took him from their sight. They
were still staring into the sky when
suddenly two men in white were
standing near them and they said,
‘Why are you men from Galilee
standing here looking into the
sky? Jesus who has been taken
up from you into heaven, this
same Jesus will come back in the
same way as you have seen him
go there.’
The Word of the Lord.
All – Thanks be to God.

P – The Lord be with you.
Second Reading:
[Ephesians 1:17-23]

All – And with your spirit.

P – The conclusion of the holy
A reading from the letter of St. gospel according to Matthew.
Paul to the Ephesians.
All – Glory to you, O Lord.
May the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, give
you a spirit of wisdom and per- The eleven disciples set out for
ception of what is revealed, to Galilee, to the mountain where
bring you to full knowledge of him. Jesus had arranged to meet
May he enlighten the eyes of your them. When they saw him they
mind so that you can see what fell down before him, though
hope his call holds for you, what some hesitated. Jesus came up
rich glories he has promised the and spoke to them. He said, ‘All
saints will inherit and how infinite- authority in heaven and on earth
ly great is the power that he has has been given to me. Go,
exercised for us believers. This therefore, make disciples of all the
you can tell from the strength of nations; baptise them in the name
his power at work in Christ, when of the Father and of the Son and
he used it to raise him from the of the Holy Spirit, and teach them
dead and to make him sit at his to observe all the commands I
right hand, in heaven, far above gave you. And know that I am
every Sovereignty, Authority, with you always; yes, to the end
Power, or Domination, or any oth- of time.’
er name that can be named, not
only in this age, but also in the
age to come. He has put all things P – The Gospel of the Lord.
under his feet, and made him as
the ruler of everything, the head All – Praise to you, Lord Jesus
of the Church; which is his body, Christ.

