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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME– 12 JULY 2020
Sea Sunday

Reflection…..
Today’s Gospel marks the beginning of the third long
discourse given by Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew. Over the
next few weeks, the Gospel readings will consist of the entire
13th Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, a lengthy teaching
discourse.

Throughout this discourse, Jesus will offer several parables
to illustrate for his listeners what he means by the kingdom
of heaven. He begins with the parable of the sower, which
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appears straightforward—of course seeds grow best in good
soil. Seeds that miss the soil, are sown on rocky ground, or
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are sown among other plants will not grow. The surprise in
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the parable is the enormous yield of the seed that is sown on
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Saturday: 5.30pm
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Jesus then explains his use of parables. Jesus seems to
suggest that he uses parables to teach because the meanings
of parables are not self-evident. The hearer must engage in
some degree of reflection in order to comprehend the
message of a parable. In this way, the medium—the
parable—models the point of the parable of the sower.
Those who are willing to engage themselves in the effort to
understand will be rewarded by the discovery of the
message and will bear fruit.
To bring home the point, Jesus interprets the parable of the
sower to his disciples. The different types of soil in which the
seeds are sown are metaphors for the disposition with which
each individual hears the teaching about the kingdom of
heaven. Some will be easily swayed away from the kingdom
of heaven. Some will receive it for a time but will lose it
when faced with difficulties. Some will hear the word but
will then permit other cares to choke it out. Yet some will
receive it well, and the seed will produce abundant fruit.
Adapted from Loyola Press

IMPORTANT COVID-19 UPDATES
With the easing of restriction, effective 20 June, we are increasing the number of people who
are permitted to attend the respective services in our Parish: The number of the people are
restricted due to space and the distancing rule.


Mass or Private Prayer- Upto 100* people may attend



Baptisms

- Upto 100* people may attend



Weddings

- Upto 100* guests + the celebrant and the couple



Funerals

- Upto 100* mourners may attend

* these numbers include children.
Please remember, it is our social responsibility to strictly keep observing the social distancing
rule of 1.5 meter between people. Please record your details on the sheet provided at the
entrance of the Church, and ensure that you do not shake anyone’s hands.
Thank you.

Fr. Sunil

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time : 12 July 2020
First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-11
The rain makes the earth fruitful.
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm: 64: 10-14
The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
Second Reading: Romans 8: 18-23
All creation is waiting for the revelation of the children of God.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!
The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower;
all who come to him will live for ever.
Alleluia.

INVITATION FOR 40TH YEAR
CELEBRATION’S COMMITEE
This is an invitation to all parishioners to
attend our 40th Anniversary Celebration
Committee Meeting at 10.30am on
Sunday, 26 July 2020 in the parish hall.
This committee is formed to finalise the
details of our 40th Anniversary Celebra-

tions during the year. All are welcome.

Gospel: Mathew 13: 1-23
A sower went out to sow.

Fr. Sunil

THANKSGIVING: Week Ending 05 July 2020
Envelopes Received

: 28

Total amount

: $

1,413.10

Donations

: $

500.00

TOTAL

: $

1,913.10

ST. MAXIMILIAN KOLBE
PRAYER

Lord, You inflamed St. Maximilian
Kolbe with love for the Immaculate
Virgin and filled him with zeal for
souls and love of neighbour. Through His prayers,
grant that we may work strenuously for Your Glory in
the service of others and so be made conformable to
Your Son in death. Amen

DATE CLAIMERS

Please pray for the sick in our Parish:
R Kasipale, J&A Pale, F.Bowden, L.Seeto, J.Collins,
M.Dunlop, M.Pierce, R.Henwood, D.Curtis, V.Reid,
V.Gspejon, V.Dancey, S.Daniel, A.Purkis, L.Guadez,
K & S Talatonu, B.Hodgson, T.Canty, M.Finnerty,
L.Guadez, M.Glorioso, D.Hall, J. Lachlan, A.Van
Uitregt,
N.Cutuk,
V.Toalepai,
G.&KBrown,
M.Trehane, B.Vandenberg, J&J Beechey, J.Maloney,
E.Kruger, J&A Dent, G. Tongia,
G&M Gorosito,
Asiata J.Lealaitafea, A.Carter, E.B Sebuano, Pona
Vai, N. Dunmore, C.Rodrigues,
V.Venables,
T.Gibson, F. Petelo, Helen A Guadez, M.Vaigafa,
O.Donna, Verity Madsen, Oliver Barrett, Tatiana
Tagirova, Ruperto Martinez, John Daley, Mikaele
Tito

READER’S ROSTER
Sat. 11 July: Josephine Thomas
Sun. 12 July, 8am: John Pale
Sun. 12 July, 9.30am:

PARISH PLANNED GIVING CAMPAIGN
As the financial year is coming to an end on 30 June 2020, this
would be a very good opportunity for all of you to review your
contribution to our Parish. We encourage you to join our Planned
Giving Program.
You may effect your planned giving:

By making a Direct Debit ( This method is strongly recommended)


By using the weekly planned giving envelopes.



By using Planned Giving App.

Your generous support to our parish is greatly appreciated.

Please collect your planned giving envelopes from the entrance of the church.
Fr. Sunil and Parish Finance Committee

PARISH MISSION BY FR. RAY
SANCHEZ
Our Parish Mission will be held from
Sunday 9th August 2020 to Friday
14th August 2020.

Fr. Ray Sanchez, the Mission Director will
conduct this mission. This mission will run
both in the morning and in the evening.

Catholic Church’s
National Appeal for SEA
SUNDAY
12 July 2020
This Sunday is Sea Sunday,
when the church prays for
those who live and work at sea.
There will be a national Appeal for Stella Maris,
Apostleship of the Sea, the official maritime welfare agency of the Catholic Church.
Donations will provide practical and spiritual support to
seafarers in these challenging times of COVID-19.
Please give generously.

Go to: bit.ly/seasundayaustralia

PARISH LOGO UP-DATE:
Dear Parishioners,
Last Sunday, I offered you some thoughts on our Parish Mission. For those who read it, reflected on it
and prayed about it, two words stood out like shining pinnacles. FRANCISCAN SPIRITUALITY. From its
very conception, Our Parish has its foundation deeply rooted in Franciscan spirituality.
Franciscan spirituality motivates, a way of following Christ, that is based on the gospels. It
emphasises the humanity of Jesus Christ, as the mystery of God's Presence in human flesh.
Francis of Assisi (d.1226) acknowledges, that his conversion began, when the Lord led him to live
among the lepers. It was among lepers, that the Spirit transformed for him what "seemed bitter …
into sweetness of body and soul"
Francis's loving acceptance of those who had been hatefully rejected was his way of "leaving the
world" of power and conceit. From this point forward, Francis considered himself a "lesser
brother," and accepted every human being, he encountered as a generous gift of God and,
therefore, his brother or sister.
Having found a new home among the lepers and the beggars, Francis found a new home in the
Church and a new understanding of Church. He came upon the three abandoned churches in Assisi
St. Mary of the Portiuncula, San Damiano, and St. Peter, that were falling into ruin. By rebuilding
these churches, he began to care for the wounds of the Church.
He was equally at home in the Church and in the houses of lepers. Both places opened his heart to
hear the Word of God and to embrace those different from himself. Just as he experienced the
cross of Christ in the poverty of lepers, so in human vulnerability and weaknesses of the larger
community— that is Church—he entered into the same mystery of the cross.
The first prayer he taught his brothers and sisters was a Church prayer: "We adore You, Lord Jesus
Christ, in all your churches throughout the whole world and we bless you because by your holy
cross you have redeemed the world" For Francis every church and every house of lepers was a
place of sacred encounter with the cross of the Lord Jesus.
The church of St. Mary of the Portiuncula was especially important to him because there Francis
honoured Mary, who first conceived the Word of God by the same Spirit that penetrated his own
heart. It was there, in obedience to the command of Christ, he received the Body of Christ, she
first brought into the world.

In his mystical experience of the stigmata, two years before he died, Francis embraced Christ, his
Brother, on the cross. It was an embrace so intimate it marked his flesh. The stigmatised Francis
received Christ's wounded flesh in his own flesh. This has often been interpreted as affirmation of
his unconditional embrace of what the Spirit revealed to him: "a form of life according to the
Gospel." Francis embraced Christ in lepers, in the Church and, ultimately through the stigmata, in
himself.
After that mystical experience he composed his famous work The Canticle of Brother Sun. In this
Canticle, Francis makes it clear, that only when brothers and sisters humble themselves with their
Brother, who humbled himself on the cross, can they make God's name known. To give praise to
God, they must be humble not only before the lepers of the world, the non-Christians across the
sea, and before the needs of each other, but they must also be humble before the very earth under
their feet and even the sun above their heads. All elements of the created universe are brothers
and sisters and share with Francis a common origin from the same God. All creation is called to
share in the communion of praise offered by the whole church together with the Virgin Mary and
all the angels and saints.
Fr. Sunil

LITURGY OF THE was made so by God;
but creation still retains
WORD
the hope of being freed,
like us, from its slavery
to decadence, to enjoy
the same freedom and
First Reading:
glory as the children of God. From
the beginning till now the entire crea[Isaiah 55:10-11]
tion, as we know, has been groaning
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
in one great act of giving birth; and
Thus says the Lord: ‘As the rain and not only creation, but all of us who
the snow come down from the heav- posses the first-fruits of the Spirit, we
ens and do not return without water- too groan inwardly as we wait for our
ing the earth, making it yield and giv- bodies to be set free.
ing growth to provide seed for the
sower and bread for the eating, so
the word that goes from my mouth The Word of the Lord.
does not return to me empty, without All – Thanks be to God.
carrying out my will and succeeding
in what it was sent to do.’

sixty, some thirty. Listen, anyone who has
ears!
Then the disciples went
up to him and asked, ‘Why do you
talk to them in parables?’ ‘Because’
he replied ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven are revealed to you,
but they are not revealed to them. For
anyone who has will be given more,
and he will have more than enough;
but for anyone who has not, even
what he has will be taken away. The
reason I talk to them in parables is
that they look without seeing and listen without hearing or understanding.
So in their case this prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled:

You will listen and listen again, but
not understand, see and see again,
The Word of the Lord.
but not perceive. For the heart of this
nation has grown coarse, their ears
Alleluia, alleluia!
All – Thanks be to God.
are dull of hearing, and they have
The seed is the word of God, Christ is shut their eyes, for fear they should
the sower; all who come to him will see with their eyes, hear with their
Responsorial Psalm
live for ever. Alleluia, alleluia!
ears, understand with their hear, and
R: The seed that falls on good
be converted and be healed by me.
ground will yield a fruitful harvest.
Gospel
‘But happy are your eyes because
[Matthew 13:1-23]
You care for the earth, give it water,
they see, your ears because they
you fill it with riches. Your river in (shorter form)
hear! I tell you solemnly, many prophheaven brims over to provide its
ets and holy men [or people] longed
grain. (R)
to see what you see, and never saw
P – The Lord be with you.
it; to hear what you hear, and never
heard it.
All – And with your spirit.
And thus you provide for the earth;
you drench its furrows, you level it,
soften it with showers, you bless its
‘You, therefore, are to hear the paraP – A reading from the holy Gospel
growth. (R)
ble of the sower. When anyone hears
according to Matthew.
the word of the kingdom without understanding, the evil one comes and
All – Glory to you, O Lord.
carries off what was sown in his
You crown the year with your goodheart: this is the man who received
ness. Abundance flows in your steps,
in the pastures of the wilderness it Jesus left the house and sat by the the seed on the edge of the path. The
flows. (R)
lakeside, but such crowds gath- one who received it on patches of
ered round him that he got into a rock is the man who hears the word
boat and sat there. The people all and welcomes it at once with joy. But
The hills are girded with joy, the stood on the beach, and he told he has no root in him, he does not
last; let some trial come, or some
meadows covered with flocks, the them many things in parables.
persecution on account of the word,
valleys are decked with wheat. They
and he falls away at once. The one
shout for joy, yes, they sing. (R)
He said, ‘Imagine a sower going who received the seed in thorns is
out to sow. As he sowed, some the man who hears the word, but the
Second Reading: [Romans 8:18-23] seed fell on the edge of the path, worries of this world and the lure of
and the birds came and ate them riches choke the word and so he proA reading from the letter of St. Paul to up. Others fell on patches of rock duces nothing. And the one who rethe Romans.
where they found little soil and ceived the seed in rich soil is the man
sprang up straight away, because who hears the word and understands
there was no depth of earth; but as it; he is the one who yields a harvest
I think that what we suffer in this life soon as the sun came up they and produces now a hundredfold,
can never be compared to the glory, were scorched and, not having any now sixty, now thirty.’
as yet unrevealed, which is waiting roots, they withered away. Others
for us. The whole creation is eagerly fell among thorns, and the thorns
waiting for God to reveal his sons [or grew up and chocked them. Others P – The Gospel of the Lord.
children]. It was not for any fault fell on rich soil and produced their
on the part of creation that it was crop, some a hundredfold, some All – Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ.
made unable to attain its purpose, it
Gospel Acclamation

NEW PARISH GIVING APP

The Archdiocese has established a new way to make parish offerings easier. I would like to request our Parishioners to
make use this portal to make your contributions to the Parish. Please see below the Step by Step Guide on how to use it.

Thank you all for your support.

HOW TO SETUP AND USE THE “PARISH GIVING” APP

Fr. Sunil

